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Candidates for President 
 

Dick Hostelley 
 

I am announcing my candidacy for President of PATC.  I am immensely grateful for the 
opportunity to run for the position that I held for the last two years. I look forward to 
working with each of you as PATC continues to support our core principles. 

During the past two years, the level of effort, and time from each of the PATC volunteers is 
humbling.  They willingly donate their time to make this remarkable Club what it is today.    

A Strategic Plan addressing Leadership, Communications, Partnerships, and Funding has 
been created. Leadership is looking to balance the organization structurally.  The Personnel 
Handbook has been revised to be consistent with today’s practices.  New Position 
Descriptions for Staff and Supervisory Volunteers are being written.   Work is underway to 
define the relationships of the Chapters and Special Interest Sections. With the arrival of a 
new Staff Director, fundraising is off to a great start. 

The future is bright and there are more opportunities including modernization of the 
headquarters building, increasing the use of social media, growth in membership, and 
more. 

I ask for your support as a show of confidence to continue and build on our enthusiasm to 
create a strong, sustainable Club. 

President@patc.net 

 

Don White 
 
I have been an active member of PATC since I joined the Club 26 years ago. Everything I 
have done with the Club has been and remains about our stewardship of trails through all 
of our programs. I have identified, recruited, trained, and led PATC members who formed 
the Public Affairs committee, Trails Committee, two trail crews, one tract crew, and trails 
overseers in two districts. I work with PATC chapters to build, maintain, and support their 
work with trails. I worked with the ATC to create the first A.T. Management Plan for PATC. I 
initiated and successfully concluded the work required to establish the Cooperative 
Agreement between PATC and the Fredericksburg-Spotsylvania National Battlefield Park 
allowing PATC to work in the battlefield units on historic trails, allowing the PATC to 
become a visible, recognized partner in the area as it developed into a part of the 
Washington, D.C. megalopolis.  

Yes, I’m stepping up to the plate again.  

rockfish@southshenandoah.net 

 

mailto:President@patc.net
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Candidate for V.P. Operations 

Rush Williamson 

I am completing my four- year tenure as the Supervisor of Activities and would like to 

remain on the Executive Committee serving as the Vice President for Operations. This is an 

important position and the incumbent is responsible for ensuring that policies and 

programs concerning trails, lands, and facilities are properly carried out. We have seen 

many changes over the past four years, and we need to continue to both streamline and 

modernize the club infrastructure while maintaining the finest trail system anywhere and 

continue the efforts to expand the Club’s appeal to a broader audience.  I would like to 

continue this work with EXCOM and Council in moving the club forward.  Some of the 

major actions will be implementing the objectives of the Club’s newly passed Strategic Plan. 

Our trails, facilities and lands are well managed but closer coordination with our agency 

partners is an important action. Working closely with our agency partners will also 

facilitate the timely completion of delinquent Memoranda of Understanding.  Just as critical 

is good communications between the various entities and members of the Club to avoid 

duplication of efforts and misunderstandings.   I believe these goals can be accomplished 

and I look forward to your support. 

activities@patc.net 
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Candidate for Secretary 

Kirsten Elowsky 

My motto of contributing in every way I can to the organizations I belong to especially 
applies to the PATC.  Since April 2008, I have been an proactive and conscientious 
volunteer.  I have contributed as Cadillac Crew member/trip leader (eight years), High 
Acre Co-Cabin Overseer (4 years), Co-Trail Overseer of two trails (five years), Lincoln 
Loggers crew member (two years) and interim Secretary of PATC (January 2016 – present).  
I have earned the respect of my fellow Cadillac Crew members who graciously submitted 
me for the Hawksbill Award (2013, 2015) and for many service awards.  
 
I have truly enjoyed and valued my work for you as interim Secretary.  My priority as 
Secretary will continue to be implementation of the Strategic Plan.  As our organization 
grows, our professionalism and financial sustainability is critical in order to take care of 
our assets and responsibilities.  Too often information is lost (emails not generated), 
slowed (too many layers of coordination), or misinterpreted (suggestion verses 
criticism).  These avoidable management and personnel issues continue to result in tragic 
losses in invaluable financial and volunteer resources.  Our volunteers  are our most 
valuable commodity, and I commit to ensuring they continue to be supported, recognized, 
and treated with respect.   

 
elowsky.k@gmail.com 
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Candidate for Treasurer 

Joe Lombardo 

I have had the pleasure of serving as your Treasurer for more than three years, and would 
like your support to serve for the next term. Since assuming this position, I have worked 
closely with EXCOM and Council to improve our accounting and financial management 
systems, streamline the budget process, and strengthen PATC’s financial position. We 
improved the professionalism and responsiveness of our accounting services while 
reducing costs; reinstated a capital budget to ensure adequate financing for investment 
projects; and created a sounder institutional capacity for financial management by 
strengthening the role of our financial staff in budget formulation and financial operations. 
We established a Finance Committee to ensure broader staff and member participation in 
the development and oversight of our financial management policies. As a result, we have 
received clean audits every year, and have brought the Club into full compliance with IRS 
regulations and non-profit accounting practices. Over the next term, I look forward to 
building on these accomplishments, and moving toward better linking the budget with the 
Club’s new strategic goals, which will help the Club deliver better services for all our 
members. Thank you for your support and your vote! 
 
jflombardo@gmail.com 
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Candidate for V.P. Volunteerism 

Janis Stone 

I have served as acting VP for Volunteerism since April 2016, stepping in to fill a vacancy in 
the leadership as I did in 2014 as acting Supervisor of Marketing.  A life member of PATC, I 
have been District Manager for Greater Manassas since 2010, and was an active participant 
in the 2015 Strategic Planning Committee. 

I have several key goals I'd like to achieve in the upcoming term: greater participation by 
our members; and implementing the vision laid out in the 2015 Strategic Plan.  Volunteers 
form the core of our organization; it will be my job to ensure they get support they need 
and recognition they deserve.  We need to provide increased opportunities for 
volunteering, not just on the trails but at outreach events, education, and in our 
headquarters.  Our paid staff are vital to providing member support, whether it's 
coordinating day-to-day issues or keeping our IT and finances running smoothly, and one 
of my responsibilities will be to ensure this happens.  I will work to realign and balance 
leadership and staff responsibilities to work more effectively and to ensure we all work 
collaboratively to achieve the club's goal of leading our diverse outdoor community on the 
trails. 

janisgear@yahoo.com 
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Candidates for Supervisor of Lands 

Ric Francke 

I am running for the position of Supervisor of Lands. 
I joined PATC in the late 1980’s after participating in several club hikes.  While on one these 
hikes I was recruited as an overseer on a portion of the Appalachian Trail in the north 
district of Shenandoah National Park. 
In 1999 I took over as Director of the Dogwood Half Hundred, and   shortly thereafter I 
became an overseer on a segment of the Potomac Heritage Trail, and then for several years 
served as District Manager of the Potomac Heritage Trail. 
In the spring of 2005 I was appointed Treasurer of PATC, filling a vacancy.   I subsequently 
served two elected terms as Treasurer, and then two terms as Supervisor of Lands.  
Early this year I became a member of the club’s Strategic Planning Committee, and I 
continue to serve as a member of the club’s Finance Committee. 
In April of this year I was asked to serve as acting Supervisor of Lands when the incumbent 
embarked on a through-hike of the Appalachian Trail.   
Given my extensive experience in the club, I feel that I am eminently qualified to serve 
again as full-time Supervisor of Lands. 
 
fbfrancke@aol.com     
 
 

Doug Humphrey 
A life-time PATC member, I joined the Club in 2013.  I am an active member of the GPS 
Rangers, and I am familiar with the PATC’s Mid-Atlantic region.  
As Supervisor of Lands, I will ensure the PATC remains a good steward of its 40 parcels 
covering nearly 2,000 acres in four states.  I will coordinate with the Supervisor of Trails, 
district managers, and landowners to ensure access to PATC trails that traverse private 
land.  Where necessary, I will execute and record legal instruments to protect that access. 
I am an Associate with Arnold & Porter.  My legal practice includes real property title 
disputes, litigation regarding tax-exempt entities’ obligation to pay certain taxes, and 
preparation of 501(c)(3) applications. 
I have non-profit leadership experience.  Between 2003 and 2006, I partnered with a 
Kenyan NGO to design, implement, and assess the organization’s programs in rural Kenya.  
From 2005 through 2007, I was an at-large member of the Board of Directors for Intown 
Community Assistance (now Intown Collaborative Ministries) in Atlanta. 
I am a graduate of Brown University, Emory University, and Boston College Law School, 
where I was Editor-in-Chief of the Environmental Affairs Law Review and published on 
conservation easement enforcement. 
 
d.m.humphrey@gmail.com 
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Candidate for Supervisor of Trails 
 

Jim Tomlin 
 
As a 30+ year PATC life member and volunteer, I have witnessed PATC past and present.  I 
treasure the work that PATC performs, and have many new proposals for how PATC can 
have a long and healthy future. 
 
I began volunteering for PATC trail maintenance in SNP in the late 1970s.  I realized quickly 
how important volunteer trail maintainers are for recreational enjoyment of trails by 
everyone.  I have been involved in trail maintenance ever since. 
 
I have served as District Manager on two occasions, including the current DM of Maryland 
National Battlefield Parks District for PATC.  I also currently serve as the Chair of the PATC 
GPS Rangers trail surveying crew.  I recently retired after 40 years of Federal service at the 
National Geodetic Survey in NOAA.  There is no better way to spend my retirement than in 
volunteer service to PATC. 
 
It is essential to continue and build upon the rock-solid foundation of trail overseeing at 
PATC.  All PATC activities rely on this foundation.  Managing it is a complex, collaborative 
job with many partnerships.  Fortunately, PATC has the best volunteers in the world.  We 
must support them with the resources they need to keep trails in excellent shape. 
 
 
jftomlin@gmail.com  
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Candidate for Supervisor of Facilities 

Glen Tsaparas 

I joined PATC in 1984 as a trail overseer.  A few years later I took on a Hut.  In 1996 I was 
asked to take on a cabin in need of TLC and began 20 years as an overseer of numerous 
cabins in our cabins system. Currently I serve as Supervisor of PATC Cabins in Shenandoah 
National Park and a certified sawyer. 
 
PATC's cabins and huts are an important part of the PATC experience.  Our huts are a vital 
resource for long distance hikers traversing the AT.  Our cabins generate one third of our 
club’s budget.  Both are often one’s first experience with PATC and a reason for a new 
member joining our wonderful organization. 
 
These facilities along with our headquarters require constant attention by our dedicated 
volunteers and staff.  PATC owns some of them but we also manage and maintain many 
other huts and cabins located in state and federal parks and forests. 
 
As Supervisor of Facilities, I will work within PATC and with our gov't partners to effectively 
manage, maintain and promote our cabins and huts.  Last but not least, provide support to 
our volunteer overseers and utilize all available resources to support their good work. 
 
onwaves@verizon.net 
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Candidate for Supervisor of Membership 

 

Steve McLaughlin 
 
I am willing to continue to serve the PATC as the Supervisor of Membership. I am 
completing my first term in this position , having been appointed as the Supervisor of 
Membership in December 2014.  During my that term, I chaired the Strategic Planning 
Committee and actively participated and led the development of the new strategic plan.  
I have been a member of PATC for over 20 years.  I have also volunteered at HQ for most of 
that time.  In the mid-1990s I began volunteering at the sales and information desk.  After a 
few years, I started serving at the cabin desk.  For the last 8 years or so, I have served as the 
cabin desk coordinator.  I continue to serve in that capacity. As a result of my volunteering 
at HQ, I have developed a good working relationship with all of the HQ staff.   
In my professional life, I am an attorney and the Chief Administrative Officer for the US 
International Trade Commission.  As a volunteer, I have served for over 20 years in a 
number of leadership positions for the Fairfax County Athletic Council and Lee Graham 
Swim Club. 
 
gr8swim@aol.com 
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Candidate for Supervisor of Communications 
 

Anstr Davidson 

As Supervisor of Communications, I would promote member understanding of the PATC—
what the club does and what it believes. Members should know their rights, 
responsibilities, and how to volunteer.   

External communication is also important. The public should understand the PATC’s 
pivotal role in mid-Atlantic outdoor recreation.   

Though not a communications professional, I have experience in public speaking and 
dealing with the press. I have created and maintained websites, and will support web 
technology to engage a new generation of members. I understand the importance of a clear, 
consistent message. 

I have been a PATC member for 10 years and a volunteer for five.  I am a trail overseer and 
the North Massanutten District Manager. I am on the team that produced the new cabins 
book, I helped update the cabin web pages, and I work on the cabin reservation desk 
weekly. In that latter role, I speak to members of the public and understand what they 
know and want to know about the club. In all these roles, I have worked with the dedicated 
PATC professional staff and respect their important work.  

If elected, I look forward to joining the management team. 

anstr@att.net 
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Candidate for Supervisor of Marketing 

 

Emeline Otey 
 
I would like to serve another term as Supervisor of Marketing because of two recent PATC 
updates. First, the Strategic Plan, approved in 2015, emphasizes the need “to develop a 
more consistent marketing and branding strategy for external outreach, especially with 
regard to changing demographics in our community.” To effectively accomplish this, new 
collaboration with Communications and Activities as well as Public Relations will be 
needed. Second, as of May 2016, PATC has implemented a new trial process that makes 
joint efforts by the staff Sales Coordinator and Supervisor of Marketing to expand our 
wholesale network feasible. These two updates offer directions for building on PATC’s 
known successes in serving the hiking community.  
 
Several experiences have given me a background for serving as Marketing Supervisor. I 
have been a hike leader for two area hiking clubs and served as Director of Trails for one. I 
was a trail overseer for more than 13 years, and continue to volunteer for work crews. I 
was co-editor on one hiking guide and associate editor on another. I have been a sales desk 
volunteer for two years; and have also served on various PATC committees, including the 
Strategic Planning Committee and the GPS Rangers. 
 
eotey@verizon.net 
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Candidate for Supervisor of Activities 

 
Patricia Fankhauser 
 
My name is Patricia Fankhauser and I’m seeking the position of Supervisor of Information, 
Education, and Activities of the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club hired me in the fall of 
1991. For the next 23 years, I served the club as a paid employee. My responsibilities, 
which changed as the years went by, included Headquarters Assistant, Sales Coordinator, 
Membership Coordinator, Communications Coordinator and Cabins Coordinator as well as 
support staff for many sub departments.   
 
I continue to serve the Club as a Cabin Overseer and recently assisted the Cabins 
Committee by helping to coordinate volunteers for work on the new Catoctin Hollow 
Lodge. 
 
These years of day-to-day experiences have prepared me to offer my service to PATC as 
Supervisor of Information, Education and Activities, and I am eager to accept that challenge 
if you elect me. 
 
With so many volunteers providing critical services to our organization, I’m ready to take 
on the supervision of an already well-organized program made solid state by current 
Supervisor, Rush Williamson.  Our Trail Talkers program has been known as the driving 
force behind the success in our recent growth in membership.  With your support, I plan to 
take the bar even higher.   
 
patfankhauser@gmail.com 
 
 

mailto:patfankhauser@gmail.com

